127]     ON  AN   IMPROVED APPARATUS  FOR  CHRISTIANSEN'S  EXPERIMENT.    435
In an otherwise dark room lighted by a powerful soda-flame, it is interesting to remark how very slight a change in the critical colour manifests itself in the general appearance of surrounding objects seen through the preparation. When the ray of maximum transmission corresponds closely to that of soda, the powder is almost invisible, and objects are seen as through a clear medium. But so slight a change of temperature brings with it a hazy appearance, that it requires some care to obtain the best effect. It is desirable also to exclude by absorbing media the blue light which usually attends a soda-flame in very sensible degree.
[1900. In subsequent experiments (Nature, LX. p. 64, 1899) it has been found that the range of refrangibility of the light transmitted by a layer 15 to 20 mm. thick is bat 2-£ times that embraced by the two jD-liiies.]
28—2al irregu larities of the walls, the glass-powder itself did not behave as well as I hat seen plate-glass powder do. It appeared ultimately that the flint was no sufficiently homogeneous for the purpose, and another specimen of flint wai also a partial failure, from the same cause; but a sample of optical flint kindly supplied to me by Dr Hopkinson, gave excellent results.
